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GREEK

Paper 0543/02
Reading and Directed Writing

General comments

The standard of performance was very high overall with most candidates scoring full or almost full marks in
Sections 1 and 2. All candidates attempted Section 3 and generally scored good marks.

Candidates’ spelling was, in general, very good although there were some phonetic spellings. A significant
number of candidates either omitted accents altogether or used them incorrectly.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

Questions 1 and 2 were generally well answered. A number of candidates did not understand 1ixBuoTtrwAeio
in Question 3. A small number of candidates were unable to answer Questions 4 and 5 correctly.

Correct answers are as follows:

ahrwN R
WOOWO

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

Most candidates scored full marks in this section. The most common errors were in Questions 7 and 9.
The correct answers are as follows:

6 ZwoTo

7 Nd&bog

8 Adbog

9 ZwaTod

10 AGBog

Exercise 3 Questions 11-15

Most candidates again scored full marks in this section. A very small number of candidates struggled with
Question 15.

The correct answers are as follows:

11 E
12 C
13 A
14 F
15 B
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Exercise 4 Question 16

lost marks for Communication. A small number of candidates used English in the body of their letter®
significant number of candidates either misused or failed to use accents in their writing. While this w
tolerated in some cases, the failure to use accents on verbs meant the loss of Accuracy marks. In order to
score full marks for Accuracy, two verbs had to be written and used correctly, including the accents.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 17-25

Most candidates coped very well with this exercise and were able to locate the answers in the text.
Question 17 was answered correctly by almost all candidates. Questions 18 and 19 were answered well
by most candidates. In Question 20 some candidates failed to name all three school subjects, all of which
were required for the mark. In Question 21, common errors were ol aTTOCTACEIG gival PeyaAeg and TO
mpoypauua gival Bapu. Neither of these answers scored a mark. The most common error in Question 23
was a failure to manipulate the language. A large nhumber of candidates simply quoted Toug avBpwTToug TTou
BidZovtal which is not a grammatically correct sentence. Questions 22, 24 and 25 were generally answered
correctly.

The correct answers are as follows:

17 C
18 Tia va Bpouv KaAUTEPEG eUKaIpies yia OOUAEIG / KaAUTEPN OOUAEIA.
19 Tnyaivel yia ywvia.

A MNnyaivel oTto B&aTpo.

R Kdavel TToAoUG @iloug.
20 (Narti) paBaivel xopd, yAwooeg, TTAnpoopikr). Name all three

A TTPAyUATa TTOU € PITTOUPOUCE VA TNG TTPOCPEPEI TO AAANO OXOAEgi0.
21 (Narti) Tou TTaipvel TTOAR wWpa / TTOAU Xpdvo va TTdel atrd 10 Eva HEPOG OTO GAAO.
22 H«kivnon otoug pbdvoug / To KUKAOPOPIKS TTPORANa
23 O1 avBpwTrol TTou BiadovTail
24 (Marti) To dlapépioua TOug gival PIKPO
25 Na mmdel 010 XWpI16 Tou TTaTTTToU TOU.

Accept a1o XwpIi6 pyéca oTo 0d00g

Exercise 2 Question 26

In general, this question was well answered with many candidates achieving full marks. The vocabulary
used was often limited to describing activities such as playing football and visiting cafés but this did not affect
candidates’ ability to score marks.

Spelling was generally of a high standard but a large number of candidates either failed to use or misused
accents. This was tolerated except in the case of verbs where, in order for a verb to score it had to be
correctly spelt and have an accent correctly placed.

A significant number of candidates lost marks for Communication by omitting to write about one or part of
one of the tasks required. Candidates are also reminded that there are 10 marks available for
Communication and in order to score full marks, they must include ten different points in their answers.
Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 27-32

This exercise proved to be the most challenging on the paper although many candidates coped well with it.

The most common reason for losing marks was the failure to manipulate the language. In most cases a
direct quote from the text was not acceptable.
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Questions 27 and 28 were well answered by most candidates. In Question 29 a commo

failure to manipulate the language of the passage with candidates often writing va BAémeig rather thal
BAétrouv. A small number of candidates failed to answer Question 32 correctly.

The correct answers are as follows:

27 NaBog
Niyeg eBdouddeg apydTepa B'apyxioouv ol eEETAOEIG TOUG.
28 ZwoTtd
29 AdBog
O1 atrooTaoeig otn P6do €ival PIKPEG.
30 ZwoTtd
31 AdBog
Mpétrel / TO oTTOUdAIOTEPO €ival va BAETTOUV TOUG JABNTEG TOUG GAV EVIAIKEG.
32 AdBog
Ta Eevodoxeia avoiyouv €18IKA yia Toug HaBnTEG TIG TPEIG ELOOPAdES Tou ATTpIAiou.

Exercise 2 Questions 33-39

The passage proved to be straightforward and a large number of candidates scored full marks here. For
those candidates who did not score highly in this section, the most common reason was the failure to
manipulate the language of the passage. Candidates who answered questions in the first person and did not
adapt the language to suit the question did not score.

The correct answers are as follows:

33  (DoBatail 611) dev TapoUCIAlouv CWOTA O0A AEEl.
34 (i) va maiel ToddoPaIpo PE TOUG PIAOUG TOU.
(i) va Tpwel pavyko / Tn yelon Tou GPECKOU PAVYKO
35 (MNarti) o aBANTIONGG / TO TTOBOCPAIPO ATAV TO ONUAVTIKOTEPO OTN {Wr TOU.
36 (i) pe (kaBnuepivnh / evtaTikn) e¢aoknon
(i) ue KaAR cuvepyaaia Pe TNV ouada Tou.
37 Na mepvdel wpeg / o1 WPEG TTOU TTEPVAEI JE Ta TTAIDIA Kal T £yyOvIa TOU
38 (i) Otav akouUel éva AuttnTepd Tpayoudi
(ii) Otav BAETTEl TWXA TTAIdIG GTO OPOO.
39 AmékTnoe 6Aa 6aa BeAe / 6Aa 6oa ptropei va BeAfael évag avopwTTog
R O XOPEG ATAV TTEPICTOTEPES ATTO TIG AUTTEG.
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GREEK

Paper 0543/03
Speaking

General comments

Generally, candidates displayed a very pleasing level of communication skills and the standard was
exceptionally high. It was also pleasing to hear how comfortable Teacher/Examiners were with the format of
the examination and the extent to which they are aware of how to elicit the best performance from their
candidates.

Administration

No instances of clerical errors were reported this year, although some cases of missing MS1 or Summary
Mark Sheets were noted. Centres are reminded to send both these back to CIE with the recorded samples
of their candidates.

Quality of recording

The quality of recording was good in most Centres. If Centres use integral microphones it is essential that
the cassette recorder is positioned to favour the candidate and that recording levels are checked carefully
prior to recording, in the room where the examination will take place. If external microphones are used
Centres should check that the recording levels for both speakers are equal as some candidates were very
faint.

Centres should also ensure that cassettes are correctly labelled.
Duration of tests

There were some instances of overlong examinations in the Topic Conversation or the General Conversation
sections, maybe because the Examiner was trying to compensate for shorter Role Plays A and B. Centres
should be reminded that in cases where the Role Plays A and B last less than 5 minutes in total, there is no
need to extend the subsequent parts of the examination. Care should also be taken to ensure that no
section of the test is omitted. In the most successful speaking tests, it was clear that the Examiner was
listening to what the candidate had to say and that the conversation was a natural and spontaneous
development of topics which the candidate had encountered throughout their course of learning.

Application of the mark scheme
Generally, marking in Centres was close to the agreed standard and where adjustments were necessary

they were usually small.

Comments on specific questions

Role Plays A

Generally, candidates performed well and were awarded high marks for this part of the speaking test.
However, Centres should be reminded to encourage candidates to attempt all parts of each task. Marks can
only be awarded for completion of tasks set by CIE so it is vital that Examiners stick to the tasks specified in
the Teachers’ Notes booklet and on the Role Play cards. If only one part of the task is completed, only one
mark can be awarded. Candidates should take time to act the scenario appropriately and not be rushed
quickly through it producing unnaturally brief exchanges with the Examiner.
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At the cafeteria

Candidates coped well with this Role Play although in Task 4 some responses were unnaturally
those candidates not quite displaying the appropriate language to match the task (by saying, for e
«ZUYVWHN, £XOUUE TTapayyeilel OUO TTOTA KI £0€IG Jag @EépaTte HOvo Eva. MTTOpEiTe, 0ag TTAPAKAAW, va
(PEPETE TO TTOTO TTOU AEITTEL).

At the post office

The first two tasks were well done, but in Task 3 some candidates mentioned only one item that was in the
parcel, instead of the two that were required. Candidates had been well trained to formulate the required
guestion on the last task.

At the gift shop

Again, candidates seemed comfortable in responding to the tasks of this scenario, the only problem being
some unnaturally brief answers, and in some cases completing only one part of the task instead of the two
that were required.

Role Plays B

The B Role Plays were more demanding in that they required candidates to use different tenses and to
explain and justify where necessary. Candidates, however, found them accessible, with even the weaker
students able to gain marks when led through the tasks in a sympathetic manner by the Examiner.

Talking to your friend’s mother/father

Most candidates gave good responses to this Role Play’s tasks. Particularly in Task 4 where they were
asked to explain the problem they had with the bus, most came up with very convincing and well formulated
responses. A small number did not use the appropriate register when talking to an adult, or did not mention
two things they did during their evening out.

Enquiring about an item left behind in a restaurant

Candidates were clearly able to explain in length to the restaurant owner what had happened and to
formulate appropriate enquiries in order to solve the problem. Candidates attempting this Role Play also
performed well when dealing with the last task, where they were asked to give their personal details.

Complaining to a hotel receptionist

Again, candidates dealt quite well with all tasks of this Role Play. There were many plausible explanations
as to the problems they encountered with their room. Candidates were competent in using numbers and
dates when responding to what was required in Task 3. Finally, they dealt successfully with the last two
tasks.

Topic Conversation

It made for interesting listening to hear such a wide range of topics from candidates. This section of the
examination gives candidates the chance to prepare vocabulary and structures in advance and is intended to
give them a confident start to the conversation sections. Teacher/Examiners should advise candidates not to
choose “Myself” as a topic as it can become far too general and leave little to be exploited in the General
Conversation section. Generally, candidates chose topics appropriate to their level of linguistic ability. Some
very good performances were heard on “Life in other countries” or “Life in an international school”. Such
topics enable candidates to compare and contrast past and present experiences to great effect. Likewise,
“Holidays” proved to be a rich source. The best performances were to be found in Centres where a natural
and spontaneous conversation took place after the initial presentation of the topic. There were many
instances of good examining which enabled candidates to work in different tenses and to give and justify
their opinions.

Examiners are reminded that Moderators find it useful (as do candidates) to be told when this section of the
test is over and when the examination is moving into the General Conversation section.
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General Conversation

As in the Topic Conversation section a wide range of high-quality performances was heard. E
however, are reminded that they should aim to cover at least two topics in this section of the test. Th
should be varied according to the ability of the candidate and should not overlap with the Topic Convers
section. Examiners should remember to ask questions which enable candidates to expand upon informati
and use a variety of tenses and structures. Closed questioning techniques which elicit vai/éx1 responses are
best avoided in favour of questions such as “piAncé€ pou yia...”.
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GREEK

Paper 0543/04
Continuous Writing

General comments

The overall performance of candidates this year was impressive and the majority of the scripts received were
of a high standard. All candidates were competent in the language and had the linguistic skills to cope well
with the tasks on the question paper.

As ever candidates should be reminded of the importance of linguistic accuracy. Marks were lost, even by
able candidates, due to careless spelling and basic errors of grammar. In the use of verbs in particular,
where accurate spelling includes the correct use of accents, a number of marks were lost. In some extreme
cases candidates made no attempt whatsoever to use accents.

The highest marks for language were awarded to those who not only displayed a rich and varied vocabulary,
but were also able to sustain a sequence of correct Greek containing a range of structures and linguistic
accuracy.

The ability to use appropriate tenses is assessed in the paper. Present and future are normally required in
Question 1 where a letter or an article is frequently set. Simple past or imperfect is needed for the narrative
set in the past in Question 2. In general, candidates used appropriate tenses in their answers. More able
candidates were rewarded for the correct use not only of the past tense but also of irregular verbs in present,
past and future tenses as well as correct forms of the pluperfect and the subjunctive. However, as
mentioned above, marks were lost where there were omissions or mistakes in the use of accents on verbs.

Varied and correct use of irregular nouns, adjectives and participles was a feature of the best scripts.
Candidates had clearly been well trained for the task of writing letters as they were able to begin and end
their letter with appropriate formalities.

Most scripts were within the required maximum length of 140 words, and only a few Communication marks
were lost because of either very short or very lengthy answers.

In terms of the assessment of effective communication most candidates displayed good understanding of the
tasks set out in the rubric and they responded to all of them to a satisfactory degree.

Presentation and handwriting were, in general, of good quality.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

(a) Getting a pet

This question was more popular than Question (b) and most candidates presented interesting and
informative letters. The task was well understood by all candidates and the presentation of the arguments
between themselves and their parents about getting a pet was well organised and skilfully explained.

Almost all answers were of the appropriate length and only a few marks were lost for Communication. In
fact, most were able to score quite highly for Communication by using fairly simple statements employing
past tenses, and appropriately handling irregular verbs.

The quality of language was generally very good and only a few candidates scored low marks for Language.
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In stating what kind of pet they would like to get most candidates favoured dogs or cats wi
number preferring turtles, lizards or iguanas. Good knowledge was also displayed of various b
and their particular characteristics. The better candidates wrote lengthy explanations as to why th
to own a pet, the main reason being that they felt lonely because their parents worked until late.
explained in detail the benefits of having a pet at home as well as the responsibilities that this situ
demands from themselves as well as from their families (financially or otherwise).

In presenting their parents’ reactions to their idea, most candidates produced quite interesting points of view
about the welfare of the animal living in a flat or a small house, or about their reservations regarding the
degree of commitment from the candidate to carry out the responsibility and everyday care of the animal.
There was also mention of their parents’ fear that, in the end, they themselves would have to look after the
animal.

In giving their personal reactions to their parents’ arguments, candidates presented a range of feelings and
thoughts, the most popular being anger for the lack of trust or for always saying no to their requests, or
feeling sadness and disappointment at their parents’ response.

The last part of the rubric required candidates to ask their friend to write back giving his/her opinion about
how to solve the problem. Almost all candidates responded appropriately to this task.

This question enabled weaker candidates to score marks for both Communication and Language for using
simple statements in the past tense while at the same time offering stronger candidates the opportunity to
show off their Greek in employing more complex and polished language.

(b) Shopping and fashion

Although fewer candidates dealt with this question, those who did found plenty to say about shops in their
area, their preferences regarding shopping and their views about fashion.

There were references to a variety of different kinds of shops, the most popular for personal shopping being
those of clothes, accessories, music or electronic equipment.

As in Question 1, almost all answers were appropriate in length and only a few responses lost marks for
Communication. Again, most candidates were able to score quite highly for Communication by using fairly
short and simple statements, employing present tenses and handling irregular verbs appropriately.

Some marks were lost in lengthy presentations of names of shops (mostly in English) for which no marks
were awarded. Otherwise, most candidates were able to display a rich and varied vocabulary with a range of
idiom, and were rewarded accordingly for Language.

Register was not a problem and almost all candidates were able to find something to say about each task.
The best were able to demonstrate their knowledge and linguistic skills in detailed explanations as to why
they do or do not shop via the Internet, or explaining their views in general about fashion and buying
designer clothes.

The quality of language was again very good with just a few exceptions scoring lower marks because of poor
use of Greek.

Question 2
Completing the story

The open ended nature of the narrative enabled gifted candidates to shine, but also offered opportunities to
weaker candidates to display their knowledge of the Greek language.

Starting the narrative, candidates seemed to have read the rubric carefully and their story started from the
point where the stimulus ended.

Nearly all understood that the narrator had gone from the airport to the hotel and discovered that something
was wrong with the suitcase he/she had picked up from the airport.
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Most began the story by expressing their initial reaction when they found something unexpec
a Communication Mark for “dev TioTeua oTa pama pou”, “dev Agepa T va KAvw”, “ayxwdnka”,
Tavikog”. Candidates were very inventive in their answers. The suitcase was described in detai
full of clothes for the opposite sex, money, stolen antiques or even explosives. The real owner
suitcase was described as a handsome young man, a beautiful young girl, a millionaire, or a thief.

chapter of misfortunes was told with relish and a touch of humour by the stronger candidates.

Next, candidates went on to develop thoughts, decisions and actions which resulted in them locating their
lost suitcase and, finally, to resolving the situation with a logical explanation. Many candidates thought of
ringing the airport or returning there in a taxi to make enquiries at the lost luggage desk, or even reported the
event to the police. Story endings were also imaginative and there were descriptions of finally being able to
enjoy a relaxing holiday or the beginning of a friendship with the owner of the suitcase, or even a happy
marriage to him.

Such stories in their simplest versions were within the compass of average to strong candidates who were
able to handle past tenses effectively and accurately.

The gifted and well prepared candidates should be congratulated for the correct use of a variety of
grammatical features of the language such as past tenses, negative and interrogative constructions, object,
emphatic and relative pronouns, subordinate clauses with appropriate conjunctions as well as employing a
rich and varied vocabulary.

Careless errors such as inaccurate noun and adjective cases or incorrect verb endings were found on some
scripts. A number of scripts contained language with no use of accents at all and consequently lost marks
for Language.

Overall, however, candidates should be congratulated for their performance.
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